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; GOZO the sister

island to Malta houses

! 9 ,‘..4 over 300 sport climbs spread
D:g, !'J ad 5 over 12 locations. Here is an
! overview of 8 of the best.
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Comments by Stevie Haston
Gozo's contribution to International Climbing

Catering Apartments are all very reasonably priced.

_ . : - , ; “If you are just learning, or indeed are an expert, Gozo has much to offer. The
The ideal time for climbers to visit the island is autumn and three hundred routes | believe are just the start. It is our aim that in the near

spring, coinciding with the flowers looking their best. future Gozo will have over 1000 beautiful routes.”
Cracker Jack, 7a




Climbing Wall

: . The local climbing wall located in
e : ¥ y ) the Gozo Sports Complex Victoria,
o Stevie Haston is an International Professional climber % ' T e ; B was funded by the Ministry for Gozo.
.\;who is well known in the sport and designs climbing :
. equipment. -Being of Gozitan descent he attributes
i much of his success and outlook from growing up on
Gozo He has climbed the 9th grade in climbing and
has amazed the climbing world for still achieving this
grade' when past his mid-fifties.

This public facility helps introduce
children, locals and visitors alike to
climbing in a safe and controlled
environment, as well as creating an
evening and wet weather training

‘%He has climbed all around the world from the desert
N \towers Of the American West, to the giant mountains
Ji th"ﬂ-llmalaya He*climbed the North face of the
Eiger aged 20 and pushed climbing in many different
diréCtions,*ereating thousands of new routes. He also
found fir?é"‘cgb'e?pm.?how boarder of high mountains.

y he has been helplng the Gozitan and Maltese
limbersin developlng their climbing and sees a bright
future for this sport taking a more important role in the
islands for both Visitors and locals alike.
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VGozo isd dedicated to becomlng an eco- frlendly hollday destlnatlon by sharing

Eco G0z0 has been .supporting the climbing communlty by fundlng the

matetials to develop climbing areas to ensure that climbing can be conducted
,' - safely and m'a'sustalnable manner, so the local community and visitors to the

_island can experlence this sport in an unspoilt corner ofthe Medlterranean w5 Bl et |5 ¢ IRE ‘ A
! ¥ : .- k. m' ¥ Y li‘. g "“,L‘ g 8 s
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o hry—‘re oju‘u‘se't /ater as your
,ﬁ iy o [Jt hetend Jof
into the "water.

lmfom il ke“advantage of

~ Summers in Gozo can get very hot so unless you are really used to the heat == giwa, «utumn, the =sea temperatures =
"~ we don't advise you to come to climb inJuly or August. If you do; don't bé™ - ‘_‘&are still “high,“s0" sea “kayaking,
. Fsurprised if it is over 40° on the south facing cliffs! So we recommend that = :i"!u«»swmmrng, and “scuba“diving, %

© the bes’t time ofyearfor ¢limbing are the €oolerionths: *—;;" s o~ et wWhichthe island is recognised as
, E ”"’“M =3 Wworld class destination, are an

option with water temperatures
of 23° c until November.

#

There'is a chance of a little rain between December and February and -
remember Gozo is an island so it can be fairly windy. However the island
has a surprising number of cliffs facing different directions so'it is alway
possible to find sheltered conditions and as cliffs are very close toeach
other you have the option of changing location easily. Often'whenona
sheltered sunny cliff, you will find it hot but the'island has a few north
facing cliffs and the prevailing winds are from the north west, so these can
be cooler. =
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“During the winter r\no‘n‘\n's there
" are“a number of activities with

#Village ‘fairs "and street partres"!q
during the Christmas, New Year =

~and Carnival \perrod which’
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Experienced
limbers

If you are an expert, or are trying to push your grade
level, or even just want to gain experience in different
types of climbing, Gozo has definitely something to
offer you. There are many climbs in the grade 7, and
enough tough 8s to keep experts happy, for well over
2 weeks.

There are different styles and angles of rock from slabs,
to walls, to super steep overhangs, plenty to keep you
challenged and motivated. The cliffs are different in
character, so you can climb big hold type routes, or
small hold - technical nightmares. Gozo houses inland
cliffs as well as sea cliffs with a wide variety of different
approaches, climb heights and exposures. There is also
a small climbing wall in the main town of Victoria and a
number of Gyms.

All'in all there is enough for high end users for a week
to 14 days. Cliffs have either zero approach time, or a
maximum of a 15 minutes walk, so you do not waste
your time with long approaches. One or two of the cliffs
offer full on adventure for the climbers who are looking
for excitement, while the other cliffs are of a more

mellow nature.
Nimminy Pimminy, 8a
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“‘Apricot Tart, 83







Mgarr ix-Xini

Mgarr ix-Xini features a promontory of rock that satisfies the needs of any climber. The
great advantage of this is, it is easy to set up top rope climbs making flakeout walls
ideal for beginners and by climbing through a small tunnel in the cliff you reach the

Dream Walls, which is overhanging and technical. During the day you can choose to
climb either in the shade or the sun.

Flakeout walls

Dream Walls

Boom Boom 5a, 12 m Scorpio direct 6b+, 18 m

Lost Chance 6b+,22 m

@B BrokenGun 4,12 m ) Lead Shot 5b+,12 m

EB Right On Cue 6a+,21Tm B3 Apelindex 7b/+, 22 m
French Lace 4,12 m ) Vandalized 5a,15m . .

@3 Bulk Order 6b, 21 m B} Eye of the Tiger direct 7b+, 22 m
VPL 4+,12m @ What's the name 5b+, 18 m

A Pocket Full of Poses 6¢,21 m (D Eye of the Tiger 7b, 22 m
Hammered 5a, 12 m @ Vogue5b+,18m _

3 Chances6¢,21m €0 EzyRider7a,22m
B3 Caraboo4,12m White Winds 5b+, 18 m

B Breakers Point 6¢, 22 m Brilliant Creature 7b, 22 m
@ Cartridge 5b, 12 m (A Narcissus 7a/+, 18 m

@ Blushing Pilgrim 6¢, 22 m Chasin’ the Dream 7b, 22 m

m

) ShotGun5b,12m Didi’s First 6a, 18 m




Munxar - Xlendi Valley

The Munxar - Xlendi valley climbs are varied, with many being three dimensional
combining pumpy overhangs with a technical slab to finish. The area suits all
climbing abilities and shady routes are always available making it an ideal cliff for

climbing on those hotter days.

Hollow Head 6¢+, 10 m
Brambletastic 5¢ +,22 m
Nerve Breaker 5¢c+,22 m
Caught On The Run 6a +,22 m
Turm 84 6b,22 m

Cave Dwelling 6¢+,22 m

So0B80e

VineCave 7a,12 m

B3 Strimmer on the Back 5b, 20 m
) Stephan the Black 6a, 18 m

M Who Knows 6b, 18 m

B Saturday Night Live 7a, 15 m
Fig in the Arse 6a, 15 m

B Bamboosled 5b, 15 m

[\Y[Els% Poppins, 4+

Bamboo Jungle

B Bamboo 4,15m

@3 Jungle 4,15m

B3 Flyonthewall 4,15m
(4 ] Ants Nest 3,18 m

(5 | Solo Bolt 3,18 m

Nerye Breaker, 5c+

@ Birds Nest 6a+, 15 m
Hip Lock 6c+, 15m
) Tsch!! 7a,15m

) Fly Away 6¢c+, 15m

Turm 84, 6b Strinﬁm‘é? on the ba'c‘E:‘ N




Black Slabs, Kercem

The Black Slabs with views over Xlendi and the Munxar Valley offers technical climbing
on a slab of high quality of rock. Being located directly above a road creates a zero
approach time, making it ideal for those quick climbing sessions. The crag has 22 routes
for all abilities and due to it being south facing it is dry and protected from the prevailing

Wied il-Mielah Sea Arch

The Wied il-Mielah Sea Arch is located at the end of the Wied il-Mielah Valley and is
located on the west coast of Gozo and is rather unknown. The climbing here is on big
holds makingitideal for beginner and intermediate climbers, with the added excitement
of exposure as the climbs are over the sea. The great thing here, is that in the summer

weather. months, one can swim between your climbs.

BB Moe3+,17m Black Adder 6b, 15 m EB Little Stinker 4+, 16 m B little Nobles 5a, 15 m
Larry 4,18 m B Youdon't know what you have 4+, 14 m Out Fall 5b, 16 m B3 Knotthe Rope 4,16 m
Curly 3+,18 m @ Gravy Granules 4+, 14m Beyond Comfort Zone 6¢, 16m FlatCalm 3+,21m
Star Ride 6¢+,7 m (83 DustBowl 4,14 m 30 Minutes to Sunset 5c+, 21 m B3 Ocean Arete 3,16 m
B LeTactic du Gendarme 6a, 8 m @ Snake Skin 5¢,20 m

@ Nimminy Pimminy 8a, 10 m Little Green Tuft 6a, 20 m

My Bush is Fire 7c, 20 m €B) Bush Less 7a+,20 m

B3 Queenie 6b, 20 m (@ Brazilian Wax 7a, 20 m

) George Bush 7a, 15 m Caassiopea 7a+, 20 m

M Clarksville 6b, 15 m Grass on the Green 6¢, 20 m

B Baldrick 6¢c+, 16 m Landing Strip 6b+, 12 m

Photographs supplied by Laurence Gouault Haston and Gozo Adventures
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